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cool factor  Pristine woodland camping.

Who’s in? Tents, groups, ‘whole campsite’ bookings — 

yes. Caravans, campervans, dogs — no.

on site Campfires permitted. There are 5 woodland 

camping pitches, and 2 hilltop pitches. The 5 bell tents 

accommodate up to 2 adults and 3 children and have beds, 

coffee table, lantern, cool box and everything for cooking. A 

wood-fired shower and eco toilets are also provided..

off site Historic Battle (1066, and all that) is 3 miles away, 

Hastings, home of the cool new Jerwood Gallery (www.

jerwoodgallery.org) a short-drive.  A few miles down the 

A271, you’ll find the historic village of Herstmonceux, with its 

Observatory Science Centre (www.the-observatory.org) and 

Tudor Hertmonceux Castle (www.herstmonceux-castle.com). 

food and drink An outdoor shack on Hastings 

seafront serves freshly cooked fish. Closer to the site, the 

White Hart Inn (www.whitehartnetherfield.co.uk) has a great 

garden with countryside views; for good pub food, try the 

Netherfield Arms (www.netherfieldarms.co.uk).

GettinG there Beech Estate is between Netherfield and 

Ashburnham; exact location given on booking.

open August until early September.

the damaGe Adults/children (3-16) £15/£7 per night. 

Bell Tents start at £150 for two nights.

There’s camping, and then there’s off-grid camping. 

Beech Estate is most definitely the latter – no 

electricity, no mobile phone signal, wheelbarrow-

your-gear to the tent, eco toilets – you even have 

to light a fire to heat up your own shower. If that 

all sounds like too much effort, then please turn 

the page for something more suitable. If it sounds 

like the perfect escape, you’re in for a real treat. 

Beech Estate is the second campsite from off-grid 

specialists Eco Camp UK (the first being a bell-tent-

only affair in West Sussex) and this location has one 

major advantage – you can bring your own tent. 

The pitches are spaced out in individual clearings 

in the woodland of 1900-acre Beech Estate. If that 

doesn’t sound like camping heaven already, then just 

wait for the punchline: the 500 acres of woodland 

on which the site is located is for the exclusive use 

of Beech Estate guests to walk, mountain bike and 

generally run wild. Additional non-woodland pitches 

are available on a hill overlooking the surrounding 

countryside; pre-erected bell tents are also available, 

and it’s fair to say these are functional rather than 

luxuriously appointed. Just what you’d expect in this 

off-grid, back-to-basic paradise.

eco camp beech estate
Beech Estate, Netherfield Hill Battle, East Sussex TN33 0LL; 07779 979823; www.ecocampuk.co.uk


